Press Release

bmedia announces closure
After eleven years of promoting digital companies in the Yorkshire region. It is with regret that the board of bmedia announces that the company will cease trading on 11 November 2011.  The company initially received core funding from Bradford Metropolitan District Council, but it is proud to have been self-sustaining since April 2005.

Steve Ding, chief executive, said: “In the current economic climate we are unable to continue due to the lack of funding opportunities to enable us to generate income.  The board would like to thank all our members for their support over the years and are sorry that we will not be continuing the successful work we have done to promote businesses in the digital sector in the north of England.”  
Key bmedia milestones include:
· Identifying more than £2.25 million worth of business opportunities. 
· Obtaining £350,000 in training subsidies for local businesses.
· Working with more than 870 member companies and 1,400 individual members.
· Delivering more than 200 Networking/Seminar events.
· Attracting more than 5,000 event attendees.
· Finding students placement opportunities in the sector.

· Finding unemployed graduates placement opportunities and full-time work opportunities in the sector.

Roslyn Beattie, chair of the board, paid tribute to Steve for all the work that he has done over the last eight years.  “Steve’s commitment to bmedia has been outstanding as has his contribution to the digital sector in the north of England. We wish him and the staff well for the future and thank them for all that they have achieved for members.
“I would also like to thank both past and present board of non-executive directors for their input and freely-given time”.
· ENDS -
Editor’s Notes
bmedia is  a network of over 870 media, new media and technology related companies in Yorkshire.  

This network of like-minded people and companies is committed to the growth of this sector in Yorkshire.  Full members received the following:

· Access to exclusive bmedia tenders, sourced by our dedicated Team
· Access to European tenders - paid for by bmedia for the benefit of members 

· Discounted training and development opportunities 

· Advertisement of companies skills and services on the bmedia website 

· Free entry to seminars and networking events 

· Discounted opportunities to attend major events 

· Social events 

· Bi-weekly news to your inbox via the bmedia e-bulletin/e-mails 

· Periodic membership newsletter 

· Price discounts for insurance, stationery & office supplies, recruitment, legal advice and accounting services 

· Opportunities for PR 

· Links to other regional networks 
Contact:  Roslyn Beattie - rbeattie@companysolutions.co.uk
